
2026 CLINICAL
RESEARCH INDICATORS*

Clinical research plays a key role in developing new therapies, attracting investment and improving patients’ access to healthcare innovations. Data from the first quarter of 
2026 show that, with 51 studies initiated, Brazil was tied with Poland for 12th place globally among countries with the highest number of clinical studies.

However, research activity remains heavily concentrated in centres in the south and southeast regions, highlighting the importance of policies that aim to expand research 
infrastructure to other parts of the country. Another challenge that must be overcome is meeting the target for recruiting study participants. By the end of the first quarter of 
2026**, only 2,406 patients had been recruited, compared to an annual target of 29,173 Brazilian participants.

The implementation of Law No. 14,874/2024, its regulatory decree, and the national ethical research governance framework creates an opportunity to reduce barriers, increase 
process predictability, and make Brazil more competitive in the global market. Given Brazil’s strengths and the evolution of the regulatory environment, the country is expected 
to consolidate its position as a strategic destination for clinical research, generating benefits for patients, healthcare professionals, research institutions and the Brazilian economy 
as a whole.

*Source: Interfarma/IQVIA Clinical Research Indicators Panel. Data extracted in the first quarter of 2026 - extracted on June 8, 2026.
** The figures for 2026 should be interpreted as preliminary data and are subject to revisions throughout 2026. Given the timing of clinical trial reporting, information from the previous year may be updated until 

Table 1. Ranking of Countries by Clinical Studies Initiated in 2026

  Ranking País Macro Region
Clinical Studies
Initiated in 2025

1 United States Anglo-Saxon America 747

2 China Asia 456

3 Australia Oceania 99

4 United Kingdom Europe 92

5 Spain Europe 91

6 France Europe 90

7 Germany Europe 87

8 Canada Anglo-Saxon America 84

9 Italy Europe 70

10 Japan Asia 68

11 South Korea Asia 61

12 Brazil Latin America 51

12 Poland Europe 51

13 Belgium Europe 50

14 UNASSIGNED UNASSIGNED 48

15 Netherlands Europe 41

16 Taiwan Asia 40

17 Egypt Africa 34

18 Denmark Europe 33

19 Argentina Latin America 29

20 Sweden Europe 25

Graph 1. Top 10 Brazilian Centers by Number of Clinical Studies
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Graph 2. Therapeutic Areas of Clinical Trials Conducted in Brazil
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Graph 3. Average cost by therapeutic area for research conducted 
solely in Brazil

Graph 4. Historical Series of Clinical Studies Initiated in Brazil 
and Worldwide
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Graph 5. Time series of target number of patients recruited in clinical 
trials initiated per year in Brazil and worldwide

Graph 6. Historical Series of the Target Number of Patients to Be 
Recruited in Clinical Studies Initiated Each Year versus the Number 
of Patients Actually Recruited in Clinical Studies in Brazil 
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